Zora Arkus-Duntov
December 25, 1909 - April 21, 1996
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"The Corvette was no dog anymor e.
-Zora speaking about the Corvett es paefeteerc osredt ta tnp aapg mMopedd Ind h

Biography
0 Born: " Zachary Arkuss" on December 25, 1909 to Russian par
During his teens, Zora's parents divorced and his mother
"Ar kDsnt ov " .
0 During rhliys yeemars in Berlin, Germany, Zora worked at a mot

started racing Daeotoythesnbamwmgeryrcaddei ng and his parents r

stopped motorcycle racing and turned his attention to

Mechani cal
e specializ
ging and hi
he Mercedes

Decemli®lB349f Zora graduated with a degree in
titute of Charlottenburg in Berlin where h
r
t

(7]

ercharuegto a paper he wrote on supercha
imgms, he won a consulting contract with
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0 I'n 1938, Zora wrote another paper, -wheeasl tdmievenandhestbeari
hi gh perfor mamhtcies vpdritcilewsl.ar paper was pwoblICil sihed by t
magazi ne.
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0 I'n 1939, Zora married EIfi Wolff, a 17 year ol d, Ger man

Bergere inltPawds .al so at this time that Zora joined the [
the military through 1940.

[l Zora eventually boveddt 8t ahes with his brother "Yuri" an
manufacturing company called, "Ardun Power Products" whe
overhead valve heads for thdhflksetkpadihdr dl emginuen. heads
the enginkude OGO+ hor sSepreewearl. cars equi pped with these h
set records and helped to establish Zora's engineering c

n early 1950, Zora moved to Engl and : "
is racing operate oAl lamdd dI D vien tlhe Mar =il - d
9531t was al so at this time {Breatz ha
orsche as a clomslu952a,ntZora came bac
t
e
h

ates and joined FaShrocrhtillyd aAfutiieaatdilhoFns
spott eod vtehe eC at t he GM Mot or ama
e WalAcddrofri a Hotel in New York.

S pNTUr T —

0 After seeing the 1953 Corvette for the first ti me, Zor a
Engineer, Ed Cole outlining his i dedasCddoea mamiphreorvi ng t he
engineer, Maurice Olley, were so impressed with Zora's |



with them i nH®Dewa®ihired on May 1, 1953 as an assistant :
December 16, 1953, he outl "Addughlt atnRyenttomnvo utlhe,d: Hot Rodoc
and Chevrolet". I'n this |etter, Duntov outlined the i mpo
i mportance of promoting the Chevrolet nameplate to the vy
Even though the Corvette's styling wasatpomuloat het caremwais
|l acki Adhe Bl ue -cRyllaimmed e6r engi ne and automatic transmission
performance that ownanm semtniusipast dsenxpectsaidt, sales grad
of f and the fate of the &mwir ¥ienTghee rwea swefraer hforwoenv eprr, sever al
within Chevrolet that wanted to see the Corvette succeed
now famous memo written to Ed Cole and MZwriate @lemey on
outlined what he s@om weatothnggy amid hChevr ol et's marketing and
necessary to turn the Corvette ar oawlnas sangdp srhtagpecadrt iitntwa s
meant t oAbea resul t, Chevrol et management agreed, Zora Wwi
e

Corvette saldes escal ate

Accomplishments

The 1956 Corvette-lrp,ced ov®8¢ iaah22,05d ubaa r rde | 265ci engine an
speci al 265ci engine sporting the infampuBhe DuhiFdv Cam"

Corvette received the 283 c¢cThiv88 mardk  di etl h @ nfjiercgti onear t he
injection was avravidtatbelhe omea ©d fuel injection was Zor a'
responsi ble for encouraging Chevrolet management to unde
Rochester Product s, however, the system was wultimately d
anot her eernglihree 283 ci engine combined with fuel injection
hp. The Corvette won the honors obhadednpgassender svepiroldeci
world to sport one horsepower per cubic inch.

0 Zora started to buBl §Pthpg-e€Cobr XPt te
64) around t he eAfdt ef t1M& 7SS came t
Chevrolet Engineering Research Vehi

and |1, the I egendary Grand Sport C
gave Carroll Shel by's Cobra's a run
t he -&X&0, -8R and many Anhdewist h

al | of theseobpecirabtbaprs, Zora con

to push the Corvette's envelope of
releasing various racing packages a
irthplace of Legends" - Peter J. Licasd Production Options (RPOs) for the C

The | egendary 1963 Z06 Chhiveaszpegpminsobmance equi pment pac

consisted of a 327 ci, 360 hp fuel injected V8 with 4 sp
rearnd, -g8 |l on fuel tank, heavy duty shocks, springs, powt
and much mbarea i ncessanatl ycovmowikreedi ng Chevrol et that in or
Corvette competitive in racing, greafheirs pepdmadnatnlcee dvaacr

bi gger brakes and mor e Tpheve¥l996619 BB Cog .vetilt,esl 9 7t0he ZL
1972 -ZRand-2ZRer e elviesmt ual of fspring.



As the early 1970's drew near, so too
compani esaded gas became a thing of t
r

h as in
government safety At esgricameonse insura

which drastiascsaldl pyriemé¢uens on high perfo biles

such as the Corwaetthétempt to keep the he fore

of performance, Zora continued to incr - of t he

engine option to 454 c¢i, but t haisst taonod ﬁ;l;u'"gm_r R g of th

days of the roaring |l egendary 42I7t bwas Zora Arkus-Dunioy and Dave | ng gone
. . . h Medonald road besting the 1963

during this time that Zora kept wor Ki N cometteastthe ProvingGoungs. C O NS i de

ulti mate Corvette; a specteangifnoeudr Gnohreveelt tder i ve, mi d

known as -8&2 Wi ch Inaet etrh ebrefedawrr8 X5P.However these plans were

we l | received by Chevrolet corporate managemanteandevdvef eom

Chevrolet in 1975.

0 Although Zora retired from his position in 1%®%5,ashe r ema
well as many other companies such as AmerildamwaGushticsm | nd
wor k with ACI which ultimately |l ed to the | iThitted editio
customized convertible came equi pped wiptghh aadl etdur bocharged
suspensiUnfortunately, |like the early @dDbZappolmt geitet es, Z
poor performance and sales figures of the car.

0 Gradually, Zora began to reduce his | g obs and
many hobbies, one of whioovmewasa fsimail ' 3
enjoyed taking short tribHbse &Frsm beéega
more and more appearances at major C S aroun
country along with hi sl twiwaes, nbltf iu nDcuo®
Zora and EI fi s g gmd inrgg ahud wrgs aphs and t h
the Il ong Iines of admiring Corvette nt husi as
woul d patiently wait to see and talkh A iwh o was
for fostering their love affair with the Corvette.

O On Sunday, April 21,-Dua96y,ZguaeAt yupassed away at St. J
Grosse Pointe, MI at the -agduoé&€d8Ki doneBdlbaw hinxetrhe obit u:
that appeared in The Detroit News on April 23, 1996:

Zora Arkus-Duntov, father of the Corvette, dies

By Wes Raynal / The Detroit News
Zora ADPkosov was called t@er vdedtitdaaedrefamt maker , and a Detroit
Duntov died Sunday of natur al causes at St. John Hospital i n

He was 86

Duntov began his 22 years hé wWhsvfoboret dnawd580 the division
XRP122 Corvette prototype at a Gener al Mot ors Cor p. auto show.

Duntov wrote to Ed Col e, then Chevrol etl 252 . Chil ef waassisgner t oab
i mpressed enough by ®unhevaskbtdthem tb join Chevrolet as a r
devel opment engineer.

Duntov did iHe W®xs6 .named the Corvette's engineering coordinat
al so named director of high performance vehicl es.

I n 1968, Dunt ov b eicnaeneer cohni etfheenCor vett e.



He was responsible for such advances as disc bradsdd,p indepen
di fferenti al s, al | of which were found on production Corvett
Outside of engineering circles, Duntowidmadweag ihn smajl ars sa wtto he
in 1954 and 1955, and setting the Stock Car <class record at
Dunov, born to Russian parents in Belkd uhmgd carmed u et Adnefrriacm til
Institute of Charl ot tl®@BBumwg tihn aBarelgirreei nn mechanical enginee
Duntov served as a consultant to Chevrolet after retiring in
Visitation9ip. mrowe@@nesday at the A.H. Peters funeral home,
Woods.
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